Hemolytic activity of the Streptococci and the Staphylococci

Streptococci

Alpha Hemolysis - A partial or incomplete hemolytic activity

The Viridans group - non pathogenic inhabitants of the throat. Includes S. mitis, S. viridans, S. salivarius

Streptococcus pneumoniae (pneumococcus)

Pathogen (opportunist), found in 33% of throats, causes Pneumococcal pneumonia.

Beta hemolysis
-
A full or complete hemolytic activity

-
Classified by Rebecca Lancefield ( The Lancefield Group) Group A - Streptococcus pyogenes - throat

Group B - Streptococcus agalactiae - vagina Group D - Streptococcus faecalis
- Intestines ( only certain strains are Beta )

Gamma hemolysis - Non - hemolytic

Streptococcus lactis - found in dairy products Streptococcus faecalis - intestines

( only certain strains are gamma)

Staphylococci

Hemolytic -
Staphylococcus aureus

Non - hemolytic -
Staphylococcus epidermidis

